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What is nwea?What is nwea?

•• Northwestern Evaluation AssociationNorthwestern Evaluation Association•• Northwestern Evaluation AssociationNorthwestern Evaluation Association

•• State aligned computerized individualized assessments State aligned computerized individualized assessments 
•• MathematicsMathematics
•• ReadingReading•• ReadingReading
•• Language UsageLanguage Usage

•• Adaptive AssessmentAdaptive Assessment
•• The test responds to the student and adjusts up or down in difficultyThe test responds to the student and adjusts up or down in difficulty•• The test responds to the student and adjusts up or down in difficultyThe test responds to the student and adjusts up or down in difficulty

•• RIT ScoreRIT Score
•• Neutral scoring tool that is not confined to grade levelNeutral scoring tool that is not confined to grade level

•• Lexile ScoreLexile Score
•• Educational tool that matches reading level to readersEducational tool that matches reading level to readers

•• Diagnostic skills testsDiagnostic skills testsDiagnostic skills testsDiagnostic skills tests



benefitsbenefits

Homeschool FamiliesHomeschool Families PACTPACT ProgramProgramHomeschool FamiliesHomeschool Families

Immediate results                         Immediate results                         
(in some cases 1(in some cases 1--2 days)2 days)

PACTPACT ProgramProgram

Immediate and timely resultsImmediate and timely results

Immediate ability to assist families inImmediate ability to assist families in
Monitors growth over timeMonitors growth over time

Spans grade levels: allows for precise Spans grade levels: allows for precise 
intervention of instructionintervention of instruction

Immediate ability to assist families in Immediate ability to assist families in 
target areastarget areas

Ability to target need areas by grade Ability to target need areas by grade 
or within classesor within classes

Scores align with STAR resultsScores align with STAR results

Assessments “resume” from prior testAssessments “resume” from prior test

Effective collaboration between  Effective collaboration between  
Educational Advisors  and Parent Educational Advisors  and Parent 

Teachers to individualize instructionTeachers to individualize instruction

Understandable, usable data specific Understandable, usable data specific 
to each student’s needsto each student’s needs

Accurate resultsAccurate results

Provides longitudinal data  necessary Provides longitudinal data  necessary 
for accountabilityfor accountability

Shows growth that STAR data does Shows growth that STAR data does Accurate results Accurate results gg
not and documents continuous not and documents continuous 

growthgrowth



How does it work?How does it work?

•• NWEA Assessments are for KNWEA Assessments are for K 1212thth grades:grades:•• NWEA Assessments are for K NWEA Assessments are for K -- 1212thth grades: grades: 
•• Math (K thru 12Math (K thru 12thth))
•• Reading (1Reading (1stst grade thru 12grade thru 12thth))
•• Language Usage (2nd grade thru 12Language Usage (2nd grade thru 12thth))g g g ( gg g g ( g ))
•• Adaptive Assessment Adaptive Assessment 

•• PACT Program assesses  2PACT Program assesses  2ndnd thru 8thru 8thth grade                                             grade                                             
(Optional to test K(Optional to test K--11stst))( p( p ))

•• “Survey with Goals” Assessment“Survey with Goals” Assessment
•• More comprehensiveMore comprehensive
•• Approximately 42 questions per testApproximately 42 questions per test•• Approximately 42 questions per testApproximately 42 questions per test
•• Ability for the data to be tracked over yearsAbility for the data to be tracked over years
•• 4545--60 minutes per exam60 minutes per exam
•• Breaks down results into content clusters that parallels STARBreaks down results into content clusters that parallels STAR



What will my child What will my child 
experience?experience?experience?experience?

Questions are displayed on the computer screen and theQuestions are displayed on the computer screen and the•• Questions are displayed on the computer screen and the Questions are displayed on the computer screen and the 
student will select an answer using the mouse or the student will select an answer using the mouse or the 
keyboard.keyboard.

h d ff l f h ll d h d ’h d ff l f h ll d h d ’•• The difficulty of the test will adjust to the student’s The difficulty of the test will adjust to the student’s 
performance. It will build a test individualized for each performance. It will build a test individualized for each 
student.student.

•• Students are not expected to know the answers to every Students are not expected to know the answers to every 
question and will need to use his or her best test taking question and will need to use his or her best test taking 
strategies.strategies.

•• Students will need to answer every question, you cannot Students will need to answer every question, you cannot 
skip a question, nor can they go back to a previous skip a question, nor can they go back to a previous 
question.question.













reportsreports

St dent assessments a e fo mall gi en in sp ing and fallSt dent assessments a e fo mall gi en in sp ing and fall•• Student assessments are formally given in spring and fallStudent assessments are formally given in spring and fall

•• Assessments may be given in winter or any other time, per Assessments may be given in winter or any other time, per 
your request or per the request your Educational Advisoryour request or per the request your Educational Advisory q p q yy q p q y

•• Individual reports can be generated 24 hours after the testIndividual reports can be generated 24 hours after the test

•• SchoolSchool--wide results can be generated approximately onewide results can be generated approximately one--weekweekSchoolSchool wide results can be generated approximately onewide results can be generated approximately one week week 
after testing window closesafter testing window closes

•• Results are broken down by subject and then by sub criteriaResults are broken down by subject and then by sub criteria

•• Reports are cumulative to show growth over timeReports are cumulative to show growth over time



Sharing resultsSharing results

E d diff lE d diff l•• Every student tests differentlyEvery student tests differently
•• Not  leveled with gradesNot  leveled with grades

•• Take time to talk with your Educational AdvisorTake time to talk with your Educational Advisor
•• How do you want to share the results?How do you want to share the results?•• How do you want to share the results?How do you want to share the results?
•• What format do you want to use?What format do you want to use?
•• How do you want to incorporate this new data?How do you want to incorporate this new data?y py p



ReportsReports
student progress reportstudent progress reportstudent progress reportstudent progress report



ReportReport
student goal settingstudent goal settingstudent goal settingstudent goal setting



ReportReport
lexilelexilelexilelexile

•• Lexile is a reading scale scoreLexile is a reading scale score
•• Reading at instructional levelReading at instructional level
•• Assessments shows Lexile growth over timeAssessments shows Lexile growth over time
•• www lexile comwww lexile com•• www.lexile.comwww.lexile.com
•• Used to located suggested reading materialUsed to located suggested reading material



What next?What next?

O t it t ll b t ith Ed ti lO t it t ll b t ith Ed ti l•• Opportunity to collaborate with your Educational Opportunity to collaborate with your Educational 
AdvisorAdvisor
•• Appropriate “leveled” curriculumAppropriate “leveled” curriculum
•• Target one learning strandTarget one learning strand

•• Utilize DesCarte Utilize DesCarte 
•• Provides sequential learning goalsProvides sequential learning goals
•• Organized by RIT scaleOrganized by RIT scale

•• Additional assessing availableAdditional assessing available
•• Skill setsSkill sets
•• MidyearMidyearMidyearMidyear



Any questions?Any questions?Any questions?Any questions?
Want more info?Want more info?
www.nwea.orgwww.nwea.org


